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Letter from the Editor
The Grizzly Growl is distributed monthly to our Booster
members. It can also be found on our website and
our social media pages. If you would like to see
something in future Growl’s, please email us at:
Admin@ghs5starboosters.org

Booster President: Michelle Simmons
Growl Editor: Michelle Simmons 

UPCOMING EVENTS

5-STAR BOOSTERS
GRIZZLY GROWL
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Galena High School
3600 Butch Cassidy Way

Reno, Nevada 89511

Senior Portraits
October 13th

Homecoming Dance
September 26th

ACT Registration Deadline
for Oct. 17   Testth

September 11th

Homecoming Week
September 21st-25th

Fall Break
October 5th-9th

5-Star Boosters Meeting
September 16th

Nevada Day (No School)
October 30th

SAT  Registration Deadline
for Oct. 3rd  Test
September 18th

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:Admin@ghs5starboosters.org
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Hello Grizzly families. My name is Michelle Simmons and I’m the Galena 5-Star Boosters
President for the 2026-2027 school year. The Grizzly Growl is our monthly publication produced
by Boosters. It’s distributed digitally every month to keep our Grizzly families informed and
involved. 

Our Five Star Boosters organization is off to a great start. Thank you to everyone who has joined
or has renewed their membership. This is an annual membership, so we hope that you will
consider joining. We’d also like to thank our business sponsors who have purchased those great
banners hanging on the fence outside the sports complex. Our goal this year is to raise $50,000.
Click the link below to access the membership form. We accept cash, checks, Venmo and credit
cards. 2026-2027 Membership Form

We also invite you to Join our Galena High School Parents Facebook Page and Instagram page
for school announcements and happenings. 

Michelle Simmons
5-Star Boosters President
Admin@ghs5starboosters.org

A Message From Your Booster President
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Galena High School

5-Star Boosters/PTO
2026-2027

Meeting Schedule

Meetings are scheduled for the
3rd Wednesday of each month

 in the GHS Library. 

September 16th @ 5:30pm
October 21st @ 5:30pm

November 18  @ 5:30pmth

All Boosters members are
welcome to attend.
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Show your Grizzly pride with our new
hoodie for 2026-27. Proceeds support
the 5-Star Boosters. Order Here

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://ghs5starboosters.org/15c42-web-agency-gb-home/
https://bit.ly/4wjxLik
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Galena High School courtyard 7pm-10pm‌
Tickets on Sale 9/16/26 @ Lunch‌
Prices: 9/16-9/18: $15‌
9/21-9/25: $20‌
Door: :$25 

Homecoming Dance September 26, 2026

Galena leadership is hard at work this September. Our Student Body President, Ella Walker, has
been working hard on getting riot squad back up and running. They’ve officially announced
game themes, and student section rules. They have also gotten a group together to be the riot
squad and even found yellow men and a mascot for football games! We have also officially
picked a homecoming theme and are now working on our hallway decorations, dress up days,
hand outs, ticket sales and more! Every leadership member is hard at work to make sure
homecoming this year is awesome!

Rachel Babian - GHS Student Body Historian

Galena High School will have fully implemented its single-point entry procedures as of
Monday, August 31. Students who arrive late need to show a valid student ID and enter
through the school’s main doors.

The pedestrian gate near the Rolling Hills neighborhood and the gate by the staff parking
lot will remain locked from 8am to 2pm. On Early Release Wednesdays, the gates will remain
locked until 1:20pm.

Staff will continue to coordinate access for field trips, athletic events, and school buses, and
the back gate may be opened as needed.

Thank you for your support.

Campus Access Update from  Mr. Tanner - Dean

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
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Greetings from the library!
We hope your students’ first weeks of school have been positive. It’s been a joy to see so
many returning faces in the library this year. I wanted to share a bit of information about
our services and how we work.

First, know that we are here to serve, help, and support your students through their four
years of high school. If they are ever unsure of something, they are welcome to stop by,
and we will help them find the answer. We, of course, have books for checkout. Students
can have them for three weeks and then should renew them to avoid late fees. Late fees
are 10 cents a day but stop at $2. It’s meant to be an easy way to fund our games, raffles,
and prizes, but if it’s EVER a hardship, just let me know. It’s not meant to be.

New Books! We have new books that will hopefully interest even our reluctant readers.
We also have audiobooks and e-books available. We have a large assortment of
graphic fiction, short books, sports books, horror, romance, nonfiction, science fiction,
mysteries, etc. We aim to have something for everyone. And, of course, if there is ever
something your student would like to read, I’m beyond happy to purchase it for our library
so they can.

Our Book Club meets 7th period in the library. Students in this club read a book a month
together. Then we record our conversations about the novels for our podcast, What a
Circus, available wherever podcasts are found. In September, we will be reading The
Midnight Library. If you are interested, pick up a copy and read it along with your
student. It will generate a good deal of conversation!

Should you have any questions, never hesitate to reach out to me at
skblack@washoeschools.net.
Best wishes for a happy fall,
Ms. Black
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
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mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:skblack@washoeschools.net


GHS PARENTS FB PAGEGHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORGADMIN@GHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORG

Is your student planing to get their
Driver’s Permit anytime soon? Don’t forget
they will need a signed DMV Attendance
Form. You may download it and then
bring it to the front office to get an admin
signature.

DMV Attendance Form
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All students parking on School property
are required to have a valid parking
permit. Please click here to pay and fill
out the form. Once you have completed
Steps 1 & 2, please see Mr. Tanner in the
Den to collect your permit.

Galena Parking Permit

2026-2027 Yearbook
Yearbook purchases for the 2026–2027
school year have been added to student
class fees in Infinite Campus (IC). Families
may choose to purchase the yearbook or
opt out. Yearbooks are $85.

Yearbooks may be purchased through your
IC Portal, or students may bring payment
directly to the bookkeeper’s office during
the school day.

If you have questions about the yearbook
charge or any other fee listed in Infinite
Campus, please contact Wendy Sullivan at
wlsullivan@washoeschools.net. 

Galena Five Star Boosters has a new
website. You’ll find everything you need to
stay connected with our school
community.  Click here for details. 

5-Star Boosters Website

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://dmv.nv.gov/pdfforms/dmv301.pdf
https://dmv.nv.gov/pdfforms/dmv301.pdf
https://washoenv.infinitecampus.org/campus/store/washoe/school-store/92/47/products
mailto:wlsullivan@washoeschools.net
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
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We’re off to a great start with the Class of 2030! As we settle into the school year, here are a few
important reminders and upcoming events for our freshman families.  Now is a great time to begin
checking Canvas and Infinite Campus regularly with your student.

Canvas - Assignments, class materials, and other information from their teachers.
Infinite Campus (IC) - Monitor grades, attendance, and missing assignments.
If you do not have access to your IC account, contact Esmeralda Dukes in the Galena Den.
E.ArteagaDukes@WashoeSchools.net
Students who need help with Canvas, their computer login, passwords, or other technology
issues should stop by the library for support.

Freshman Seminar
We are thrilled to be offering four sections of Freshman Seminar this year, giving 9th graders an
opportunity to connect with their peers during 7th period while building skills and confidence for a
successful transition to high school. Senior Lucie Withers recently spoke with students and shared
her tips for being successful at Galena, along with some of the things she wishes she had known as
a freshman. We’re looking forward to welcoming more guest speakers throughout the year.. 

🏈 SAVE THE DATE: Freshman Night Friday, September 4th
Join us for Freshman Night at the Varsity Football Game as the Grizzlies take on Reed High!
🏈 Wear neon to be a part of the RIOT Squad
🎟️ Student Admission: Freshmen who have paid the $25 activity fee and have the special hole
punch, attend the game FREE. If your student has not paid the activity fee, admission to the game is
$5. We encourage Freshman to sit together and be part of the RIOT Squad. Mrs. Royce and Ms.
Mitchell will be there to welcome our freshmen and cheer them on.

📚 Academic Support & Tutoring
If your student is struggling in a class, the first step is to encourage them to meet with their teacher
during 7  Period Academic Success. Students may obtain a pass from their teacher for additional
help and support. If your student needs more individualized assistance beyond what can be
provided during 7 Period, please contact Ms. Mitchell. We can connect your student with a peer
tutor for one-on-one support during 7  Period or after school.

th

th

th

9th Grade Team
Clara Mitchell, 9th Grade School Counselor CEMitchell@WashoeSchools.net

Maria Royce, Administrator and Dean for 9th and 11th Grades Maria.Royce@WashoeSchools.net
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9th Grade Family Update

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:E.ArteagaDukes@WashoeSchools.net
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Dual credit classes are a great way for high school students to get a jump start on college.
These courses let you earn both high school and college credit at the same time, which
means you can explore college level work while still in high school. Dual credit may even
allow you to save some money on future tuition. The TMCC Jumpstart program along with
UNR’s Dual Credit program are popular among Galena students. The Counseling Page on
the Galena Website has more information on both programs.  

Will Your Dual Credit Classes Transfer?
Transferology is a free nationwide tool that helps students see how their dual credit classes
may transfer to colleges. Students can compare their courses with about 400 schools
nationwide and see what credit they may receive. Because transfer policies vary by college,
you may also go to each individual college to review their transfer requirements.  Click here
to learn more.
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Jump Start College

PSAT/NMSQT
What is the PSAT?
The PSAT is a practice test that gives students an early benchmark for the SAT. It also helps
identify academic strengths and areas for improvement, and supports thoughtful college
planning. Sophomores may take the PSAT for free at Galena High School and use their
results to guide future SAT preparation.

Juniors may take the PSAT/NMSQT, which also serves as the qualifying exam for the
National Merit Scholarship Program and can open the door to scholarship opportunities
and national academic recognition.

The PSAT will be administered at Galena High School in October.
The Registration link will be released soon.
Sophomores: Free
Juniors: $18 testing fee

Click the link to earn more about the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test, including test prep and practice, test day information, and scores and scholarships.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://galena.washoeschools.net/academics/counseling/dual-credit-options
https://galena.washoeschools.net/academics/counseling/dual-credit-options
https://www.transferology.com/index.htm
https://www.transferology.com/index.htm
https://www.transferology.com/index.htm
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/psat-nmsqt-student-guide.pdf
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ACT/SAT Testing and Bootcamps

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://tutorsacrossamerica.com/product/reno-high-school-act-sat-bootcamp/?sku_bootcamp=260911Reno
https://tutorsacrossamerica.com/product/bishop-manogue-act-sat-bootcamp/?sku_bootcamp=260918Bishop
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Class of 2027 Important Dates

Please follow the Galena High School Class of 2027 Parents Facebook page for information
about  senior activities and events. Class  of  2027 Senior  Parents FB Page

SEPTEMBER

Sept.2 1st-25th: Homecoming Week‌
Sept. 25th: ID Makeup 8-3pm Theater Lobby‌
Sept. 25th: Homecoming Assembly‌
Sept. 26th: Homecoming Dance‌
Sept : Senior Activity TBD 

OCTOBER

Oct. 5th–9th: Fall Break‌
Oct. 12th: Professional Day (No School)‌
Oct. 13th: Sr Portraits 8-2:30pm in Gov. Class‌
Oct. 20th: Senior Panoramic @ Football field‌
Oct. : Senior Trunk or Treat TBD 

Thank you Senior Parents!!

Senior Sunrise for the Class of 2027

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710


GHS PARENTS FB PAGEGHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORGADMIN@GHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORG

 SEPTEMBER SY2627/ISSUE 3 PAGE 12

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org


GHS PARENTS FB PAGEGHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORGADMIN@GHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORG

 SEPTEMBER SY2627/ISSUE 3 PAGE 13

Speech and Debate

Galena will be hosting our first Speech and
Debate tournament in many years and we
need volunteers. The tournament runs over
the course of two days: 

October 16: 2:30pm - 10pm 
October 17: 7:30am - 9pm 

We are weakest in judging numbers for later
rounds on Friday and Saturday, but need
judges across all times. You can sign up for
judging at this link, and you can indicate
multiple time slots throughout the times
above. 

You do not need to have experience to judge
speech and debate tournaments. We will
provide training onsite before rounds.
Because this is our first tournament, I am
hoping to gather a large quantity of judges
to make sure the tournament runs
smoothly. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. If
you are unavailable to judge, or want to help
in other ways too, we will be looking for food
donations for our snack bar. 

Lindsey Sanford 
775-830-6327
Sanford.Lindsey@gmail.com 

Galena Athletics

Does your student play a Winter sport such as
basketball, cheer, skiing or wrestling? You can
begin registration now. See the Galena
Athletics page for details. Athletes must have
a valid sports physical on file.  The NIAA
sports physical document is valid for up to
one year from the Date of Exam written on the
Medical Eligibility Form. To get cleared for the
sports season, your physical exam must fall
within these dates:

2026-2027 Physical Exam Dates

Winter Sports: Feb 27, 2026 - Nov 14, 2026
Spring Sports: May 15, 2026 - Feb 13, 2027

Note: Physical exams between May 15, 2026 -
Aug 1, 2026 will be valid for all three sports
seasons.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.signupgenius.com_go_10C0444A4AB29AAF4C43-2D64907843-2Doctober-23_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=KIU5nUYFJlwIlPbK6e2nr2eCyzPZ1LM9WkqixTQOhjs&m=Oaoth-_rHFzkVY6ibVgSRIGdeVsPEqikfca7DD4t1FY3RuYltd5SziJVNx0C6bV5&s=TqNaOAmO4RbIgbsd4x_1LlGXqKEvsIqSvXH0BWuvY78&e=
mailto:Sanford.Lindsey@gmail.com
https://galena.washoeschools.net/activities/athletics
https://galena.washoeschools.net/activities/athletics
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lfNRf0loZ7YXJPBlUffvIEqr3Y2KLmlZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lfNRf0loZ7YXJPBlUffvIEqr3Y2KLmlZ/view
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