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Letter from the Editor
The Grizzly Growl is distributed monthly to our Booster
members. It can also be found on our website and
our social media pages. If you would like to see
something in future Growl’s, please email us at:
Admin@ghs5starboosters.org

Booster President: Michelle Simmons
Growl Editor: Michelle Simmons 

5-STAR BOOSTERS
GRIZZLY GROWL
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Galena High School
3600 Butch Cassidy Way

Reno, Nevada 89511

UPCOMING EVENTS

Senior Portraits
October 13th
End of Grading Period
October 16th

Senior Treat Bags
October 29th

Fall Break
October 5th-9th

5-Star Boosters Meeting
October 21st

Nevada Day (No School)
October 30th

October Staff Lunch
October 29th

No Early Release
October 28th

Winter Sports Eligibility- October 16th

The 1  Quarter grading period ends October 16th. While those
grade may not appear on a student’s official transcript, they are
used to determine academic eligibility for the winter sports.

st

Students planning to participate in basketball, cheer, skiing or
wrestling must have:

At least a 2.0 unweighted GPA in at least 2.0 units of credit.
No more than one F grade. 

Now is the time for winter athletes to check grades, complete
missing work and address any academic concerns before
grades are finalized. 

Winter sports registration is now open through the Galena
Athletics page.  Athletes must have a valid NIAA Sports physical
on file. The NIAA sports physical/Medical Eligibility Form is
valid for up to one year from the date of the exam listed on the
form.

2026-2027 Winter Sports Physical Window
Feb 27, 2026 - Nov 14, 2026
Physical exams completed May 15, 2026 - Aug 1, 2026 are
valid for all three sports seasons.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:Admin@ghs5starboosters.org
https://galena.washoeschools.net/activities/athletics
https://galena.washoeschools.net/activities/athletics
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lfNRf0loZ7YXJPBlUffvIEqr3Y2KLmlZ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lfNRf0loZ7YXJPBlUffvIEqr3Y2KLmlZ/view
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Happy October! I want to start by saying thank you to everyone who has renewed their
membership or has become a member of our 5-STAR Boosters organization, made a donation
to our No Fundraiser, Fundraiser or is a 5-Star Boosters Business sponsor. We really appreciate
your contribution and we’ve almost hit our goal of $50,000. It’s not too late to join. Click the link
below to access the membership form. We accept checks, Venmo and credit cards. 2026-
2027 Membership Form

We are thrilled to bring back our Dollars for Scholars Senior Scholarship Auction. It will be held
in November. Stay tuned for details. If you would like to donate an auction item, please send an
email to Admin@ghs5starboosters.org. 

We also invite you to Join our Galena High School Parents Facebook Page and Instagram
page for school announcements and happenings, and our Class of 2027 Parents Page. Thank
you again for your continued support.

Michelle Simmons
5-Star Boosters President
Admin@ghs5starboosters.org

A Message From Your Booster President
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://forms.gle/BzFuztkfY2Xe5ceUA
https://forms.gle/BzFuztkfY2Xe5ceUA
mailto:Admin@ghs5starboosters.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://www.instagram.com/galenapto/
https://www.instagram.com/galenapto/
https://www.instagram.com/galenapto/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
mailto:Admin@ghs5starboosters.org
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Galena High School

5-Star Boosters/PTO
2026-2027

Meeting Schedule

Meetings are scheduled for the
3rd Wednesday of each month

 in the GHS Library. 

October 21st @ 5:30pm
November 18  @ 5:30pmth

December 16  @ 5:30pmth

All Boosters members are
welcome to attend.

Congratulations  to the following Galena High
School students for being named Semifinalist
in the 2027  National Merit Scholarship
Program:

Nirav Bayya
Logan Johnson
Tudor Manea
Sirisha Vuppalapati

These students all achieved top scores on the
PSAT/NMSQT, placing them among the top 1%
of high school students nationwide.

2027 National Merit Semifinalist
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Show your Grizzly pride with our new
swag for 2026-27. Proceeds support
the 5-Star Boosters. Order Here

Volunteers Needed! 

Galena 5-Star Boosters Staff Appreciation
Committee is hosting our annual "Witch"
Brew is for You staff luncheon on Thursday,
October 29th and we would love your help!
Click Here to sign up!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://bit.ly/4wjxLik
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.signupgenius.com_go_10C084FA5A923A2F4CE9-2D65991540-2Dwitch&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=KIU5nUYFJlwIlPbK6e2nr2eCyzPZ1LM9WkqixTQOhjs&m=m6MvB6NR8mHKRxKJL7AyVHSDC8lCpr4e18mVi45ougqlYKGXIYPVo0j4nB_m04PQ&s=NfRfR9qlHfwnA_9D5EjBQ2tCUYyzHLz2LuY3z9skhPI&e=
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Halloween Assembly
Thursday, October 29th
Students may wear costumes to
school.
No full-face masks or any
prop/accessory that resembles a
weapon. 

Is your student planing to get their Driver’s
Permit anytime soon? Don’t forget they will
need a signed DMV Attendance Form. You
may download it and then bring it to the front
office to get an admin signature.

DMV Attendance Form

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://dmv.nv.gov/pdfforms/dmv301.pdf
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Galena Youth Red Cross Club

This is Emily, the president of the Galena
High School Youth Red Cross Club. This is our
fourth year being a club at Galena. We
currently have over 30 members. This year,
we are planning multiple volunteer activities
benefiting our community including: making
cards for veterans, organizing bleed control
buckets, learning CPR, and more. 

We are always looking for new members
and we encourage all to join! We meet every
Wednesday during 7th period in Mr. Makay's
room.

We are looking for donations to supply our
school with bleed control items. If you are
able to donate trauma sheers, gauze,
combine pads, tourniquets, or trauma
dressings, please reach out to
galena.red.cross.club@gmail.com
Follow us on Instagram
@galena.red.cross.club
Your support is greatly appreciated!

Motivance Mental Health Club

Motivance is a student-led mental health club at
Galena High School dedicated to promoting
mental health awareness, positivity, kindness,
and a welcoming community. We are also proud
to be part of the National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI)'s NAMI On Campus program.

In honor of National Suicide Prevention Month in
September, Motivance has been focusing on
awareness, positivity, and support throughout
Galena. We received a generous donation from
Happy Coffee earlier this month that allowed us
to distribute coffee to Galena staff as a small
reminder that the work they do does not go
unnoticed.

We're currently working on other projects, such
as a positivity wall where students can share
positive affirmations and notes. We also have
visits from The Children's Cabinet, The Solace
Tree, and NAMI Northern Nevada to connect
students with local mental health resources.. 

Follow us at @galenamotivance on Instagram
or visit our club website,
tinyurl.com/galenamotivance for updates,
resources, and upcoming events.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:galena.red.cross.club@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/galena.red.cross.club/
https://www.instagram.com/galenamotivance/
https://www.instagram.com/galenamotivance/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__tinyurl.com_galenamotivance&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=KIU5nUYFJlwIlPbK6e2nr2eCyzPZ1LM9WkqixTQOhjs&m=1iRJZW4re_eqovU_E1L8Z2UQtmnIePx3WGLEM65tAuodKJMhfawwGC6t8obt5TSp&s=Cr0Djwhkh4zhYkoYJeN4mmloXh8-znIao6YgmAiunw8&e=
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Galena Yearbook

We are currently preparing our upcoming edition
and want to make it the best memory book
possible for our students. To help fund our
program and equipment, we are launching a
local business ad sales campaign.

Our pricing tiers for local businesses this year
are:

$100 Tier: Business name listed in the ad
directory.
$200 Tier: Business graphic or digital
business card included.
$300 Tier: Business graphic or digital
business card, plus a special "thank you"
credit in the back of the yearbook.

Payment Methods:
Businesses can pay by check, via Venmo at
@GalenaGrizzlyPay subject line: yearbook
business, or by walking into the school's front
office. 

All funds raised go directly back into improving
the yearbook program and supporting our
students.

Warmly,

Sophie Erramouspe and Savannah Bailey 
Editors-in-Chief | Galena Yearbook

Speech and Debate

Galena will be hosting our first Speech and
Debate tournament in many years and we
need volunteers. The tournament runs over
the course of two days: 

October 16th: 2:30pm - 10pm 
October 17th: 7:30am - 9pm 

We are weakest in judging numbers for later
rounds on Friday and Saturday, but need
judges across all times. You can sign up for
judging at this link, and you can indicate
multiple time slots throughout the times
above. 

You do not need to have experience to judge
speech and debate tournaments. We will
provide training onsite before rounds.
Because this is our first tournament, I am
hoping to gather a large quantity of judges
to make sure the tournament runs
smoothly. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. If
you are unavailable to judge, or want to help
in other ways too, we will be looking for food
donations for our snack bar. 

Lindsey Sanford 
775-830-6327
Sanford.Lindsey@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.signupgenius.com_go_10C0444A4AB29AAF4C43-2D64907843-2Doctober-23_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=KIU5nUYFJlwIlPbK6e2nr2eCyzPZ1LM9WkqixTQOhjs&m=Oaoth-_rHFzkVY6ibVgSRIGdeVsPEqikfca7DD4t1FY3RuYltd5SziJVNx0C6bV5&s=TqNaOAmO4RbIgbsd4x_1LlGXqKEvsIqSvXH0BWuvY78&e=
mailto:Sanford.Lindsey@gmail.com


GHS PARENTS FB PAGEGHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORGADMIN@GHS5STARBOOSTERS.ORG

OCTOBER SY2627/ISSUE 4 PAGE 07

GRIZZLY ARTS CLUB
Grizzly Arts is a club for students who love
the arts. The club creates items to sell at
our large craft fair each year, raising
money for the art department. These
funds help us purchase quality supplies
for students in all art classes. Quality
supplies directly affect the final projects
students are able to create. We also make
sure every program in the art department
has the equipment it needs.  Students
can join Grizzly Arts, which meets during
7th period. Questions? Contact Ms.
Schnaare at
Cynthia.schnaare@washoeschools.net.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:Cynthia.schnaare@washoeschools.net
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End of Quarter Check-In:  As we approach the end of first quarter, please take time to review
grades with your student. Remember that quarter grades are progress indicators only.
Semester grades earned in December are the grades that appear on a student's transcript
and count toward GPA.
 
Academic Support Available: Our team is actively meeting with students and implementing
interventions to support those who are struggling academically. If you feel your student would
benefit from additional support, please reach out to Mrs. Royce or Ms. Mitchell.
 
Peer Tutors Needed: We are seeking student volunteers to serve as peer tutors for 9th graders.
Tutors will meet with students during 7th period 2-3 times per week to review assignments,
check for missing work, and provide basic academic support. Strong Algebra 1 and 9th grade
English skills are preferred. Interested students should contact Ms. Mitchell.
 
Infinite Campus Reminder: Parents and students should regularly monitor grades and
attendance in Infinite Campus. If you are unable to access your student's grades, please
contact Ms. Mitchell for assistance.
 
Too Good for Drugs Begins: Freshman Seminar students are beginning the JTNN Too Good for
Drugs curriculum. This engaging 10-week program focuses on decision-making, goal setting,
communication skills, and making healthy choices. We are excited to offer this valuable
learning experience to our freshmen this semester.
 
9th Grade Team
Clara Mitchell, 9th Grade Counselor CEMitchell@WashoeSchools.net
Maria Royce, 9th & 11  Grade Dean  Maria.Royce@WashoeSchools.netth
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9th Grade Counseling Updates

Juniors: Get ACT Ready! Ms. Taylor will
be tabling in October to help juniors
start getting into ACT mode.  The ACT
will be given to all 11  grade students at
Galena on February 23, 2027. Now is a
great time to get familiar with the test,
start practicing, and take advantage of
prep resources along the way.

th

Peyton Taylor, 11 Grade Counselor
peyton.taylor@washoeschools.net

11  Grade Counseling Updateth

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:CEMitchell@WashoeSchools.net
mailto:Maria.Royce@WashoeSchools.net
mailto:peyton.taylor@washoeschools.net
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1 on 1 Meetings: In October,  Ms. Brown will begin meeting one-on-one with sophomores to
review graduation plans, set goals, and help students begin thinking about life after high
school. Students will also complete a career assessment survey to explore interests and
possible pathways.

Mental Health: Sophomores will also participate in suicide awareness presentations through
their Social Studies classes. If you have questions please email Ms. Brown.

Looking Ahead: Families may want to explore dual credit opportunities, which allow students
to earn both high school and college credit at the same time. Programs such as TMCC Jump
Start can provide valuable college experience while potentially reducing future tuition costs.
The Counseling Page on the Galena Website has more information.. 

Robyn Brown, 10  Grade Counselor Robyn.Brown@WashoeSchools.netth
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10th Grade Counseling Update

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://galena.washoeschools.net/academics/counseling/dual-credit-options
mailto:Robyn.Brown@WashoeSchools.net
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Greetings from the Library!

We love heading into fall here in the library. As the holidays approach, we’ll have more
lunchtime movies to offer and lots of other activities for the days when students prefer to get
in out of the cold. 

Some quick info: if a student would ever like a certain book that we don’t have, they can just
let me know and I’ll purchase it. Also, if as a family, you would ever be interested in reading in
a sort of family book club (there are different types, happy to discuss!) and need ideas or
texts, just give a holler. 

As a library reminder, we have both text and audible versions of books. If your student
prefers to listen, I’m happy to purchase anything they are interested in. 

As a travel reminder, remember our international spring break trips are annual and
fantastic! 😊 This year, we are going to Amsterdam, Brussels, Paris and London (deadline to
enroll is December 1 ). In 2028, we will be going to Thailand (enroll before spring break for
the discount) where we will spend part of the time volunteering in an elephant sanctuary. If
you are interested, please reach out. These trips are life changing and so much fun. Both
students and parents are welcome. 

st

Questions: email me anytime at sharonkblack@gmail.com.

2027 Trip:
European Quartet | EF Educational Tours

2028 Trip: 
Experience Northern Thailand | EF Educational Tours
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
mailto:sharonkblack@gmail.com
https://www.eftours.com/tour-website/2919128VM
https://www.eftours.com/tour-website/3076895CD
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**Washoe County Safe N Sober is a nonprofit organization. The Washoe County
Safe N Sober Grad Trip to Disneyland is not sanctioned or affiliated with WCSD,
Galena High School or the Galena High School 5-Star Boosters.**

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
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Class of 2027 Important Dates

Follow the Class of 2027 Parents Facebook page for information about senior activities and events. 

Class  of  2027 Senior  Parents FB Page

OCTOBER

Oct. 5th–9th: Fall Break‌
Oc‌t. 12th: Professional Day (No School)‌
Oc‌t. 13th: Sr Portraits 8-2:30pm in Gov. Class‌
Oc‌t. 20th: Senior Panoramic @ Football field‌
Oc‌t. 29th: Senior Treat Bags 

September Senior Event: Ice Cream  Treats

Order your Cap, Gown & Tassels 

To order: 

Option 1: Order Online - For cap and
gowns, custom packages, class jewelry,
personalized school items and celebration
items. Click Here 

Option 2: Order By Mail – completed
graduation order form in the packet
recently distributed at school or print order
form online and mail with payment to: 
Jostens, PO Box 3858, Sparks, NV 89432 

Option 3: Order By Email – completed
order form to: Mark.Lee@Jostens.com 

Option 4: Order By Phone – call
775.626.4944 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/galenahighschoolboosters
https://ghs5starboosters.org/
mailto:Admin@GHS5starboosters.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591029397710
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/catalogBrowse/1011693/GALENA-HIGH-SCHOOL/Graduation/2413434182/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/catalogBrowse/1011693/GALENA-HIGH-SCHOOL/Graduation/2413434182/CATALOG_REPOSITORY/
mailto:Mark.Lee@Jostens.com
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